
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































armour representing the deceased dukes. And during the sermon
one Sunday, the sword fell clanging to the ground from the hand of
the armed figure representing Bogislaus XIII. though no human
handever touched it. Atthissight every one istroubled in spirit, but
woe, alas! we now see what allthesesupernaturalsignsand wonders
denoted! Yet still we have one noble prince remaining with the
ancient blood of Pomerania in his veins. May the Lord God spare
himIongtous, andblesshimlike Abraham with a sonin hisold age.
Such an Isaac would be a blessed sight to me; for when the last
branch falls, I know that my poor heart will break also!

Dr. Theodorus Plonnies.

CONCLUSION. MOURNFUL DESTINY OF THE
LAST PRINCELY POMERANIAN REMAINS. MY
VISIT TO THE DUCAL POMERANIAN VAULT IN
WOLGAST, ON THE 6th MAY, 184o0.

T P N, T JOGISLAFF the XIV. who as a truth.
| loving, amicable,and pious glossator, has
annotated so many places in our text,
found this “last and happy hour,” which
2] hehadsolong desired, onthe 1oth March,
1637. When he had attained the age of
fifty seven years, his death occurred at a
period of unexampled misery, the like of
2] which beforeorsincewasnever seen inour
= - whole German fatherland. Yetthedestiny
of the Zantalides which followed the princely Pomeranian house,
seemed in no way propitiated even bytheir death. Noj;itraged,and
rages still, against the last poor remains of their mouldering clay.
Bogislaff, during the horrors of the thirty years’ war, remained for
seventeen years unburied, because none oty the princes who fought
for the possession of Pomerania, would consent to beartheexpense
of theburial, & the land wastoo poor to take the cost upon itself, Yet
his corpse suffered no further indignities like those of his princely
kinsfolk of Wolgast. Forafterninety.four years,we find himstill Iy~
ing calmly in his coffin, lookingupward tohis God through thelittle
window which he so often sighed after, We shall first take a look
at him before we descend into the Wolgast vault to contemplate
the disgusting sacrilege which has been perpetrated and permitted
there. Every reader o% sensibility wﬂl_feel interested in the follow.
ing details which are taken from Oelrich’svaluable work, “ Memo.
rials of the Pomeranian Dukes,” page 87:
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N the 19thof April,1731,2 royal commission opened
# the vault in the castle.church of Stettin, wherein
YR | many of the noble princes of Pomerania lay buried,

dand the coffin of Duke Bogislaff was broken open
(i by especial command. The body was found quite
[V P a?A5q perfect  ##F Even the face was tolerably preserved,
though the eyes had fallen in; for the skin had dried over the fea-
tures, and the beard was long and somewhat red; the coffin was
lined throughout with violet velvet (somesay black) bordered with
stones which had the appearance of turquoise #F The corpse was
dressed in a surplice, similar in form to that worn by priests at the
present day, but fringed with silver, and likewise ornamented with
turquoise. Upon the left hand was a diamond ring and another.
The diamond was quite pale, and the right hand was lying close to
the side as if going to seize the dagger £ Farther, theyfound along
and massive gold chain suspended round the neck, and upon the
breast a silver plate, like the bottom of a silver beaker, upon which
the Pomeranian armswere engraved ¢#&# Beneath the coffin of this
last Duke of Pomerania lay the ducal flag, but the pole was broken
in two, either from design or in consequence of decay; and above
the coffin were remains of crapeand mouldered fragments of velvet.
Lave anima pia! fF But the princely remains of Wolgast had in.
deed a mournful destiny. True; they were not left unburied fora
number of years, but they were plundered and outraged, in sucha
disgraceful and revolting manner, by church robbers, that it is im-
possible even to read the account of it in the Swedish protocol of
21st June, 1688, from which Heller gives extracts in his ‘Chronicle
of the Town of Wolgast,’ p.346, without as much painas emotion.
% Yet the Swedish government seemed content to rest with the
simple investigation, & took no trouble about, or showed the least
respect for, the ashes of those to whom they were indebted for land
and people. For the coffins lay there just as the robbers left them:
broken open with axes and hatchets, or wrenched asunder with
crowbars, and still lie in this state. However the vault was closed
up, and no one was permitted to enter it unless in the presence of
one of the reigning family; for this reason very few ever beheld
these mournful remains, I myself would probably never have had
an opportunity of so doing, only that the %russian government re.
solved on building some additions to the Wolgast church; and, at
the same time, desired the foundation to be evened, for it had sunk
in various places, and afterwards to wall up the princely vault for
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ever. In order towork at the foundation, it was necessary to remove
the great stone which covered the entrance to the vault, and many
along with myself availed themselves of this last opportunity to
visit the interior, Therefore, on the day named above, I descended
with deep emotion the steps that led to it. I found the vault was
divided intotwocompartments, havingvaulted roofs of aboutseven
or eight feethigh. In the first partition nocoffin whatever was to be
seen, but I could distinguish already the glitter of the tin coffins in
the second compartment, which was reached by a further descent
of a few steps, and lit up by the torches and lanterns of numerous
visitors who had preceded me. The coffins were nine in number,
and mostly covered with tin; each lay on a tressel of mason-work,
and bore themarks, more or less, of the violence that had been em-
ployed to wrench them open (/& The strong Philip I. began the
mournfulrange, A gentlemanhanded mehis siull, inwhich scarcely
a tooth was wanting. Then I searched inthe adjoiningcoﬂin forthat
of his spouse Maria, ‘my gracious Lady of Wolgast,” of Dr. Theo-
dore’s History. I found it, took it in the other hand,and cannot de-
scribe the strange feeling which came over me  ## When I had in.
dulged some time in strange and deep emotions, I laid down the
honourable relics again in tlgxeir coffins, & stepped to that of Ernest
Ludovick, the unfortunate loverof the still more unfortunate Sido~
nia. According to the protocol of 1688, which I held in my hand,
there was to be seen there a violet velvet mantle, and a cap without
anything inside. There they were, nothing more to find, all fallen
in dust, the weak head as the weak heart! Close to him lay his un.
fortunate wife, Sophia Hedwig of Brunswick, both the mostbeau.
tiful persons of their time (& gut my interest was excited most by
the contemplation of Philip Julius, the last Duke of Pommern-
Wolgast, who has only received a passing notice in this book, but
who was one of the most gifted, and probably the most lamented
Prince of his thousand-year.old race. His coffin was of far costlier
workmanship than the others, and decorated with a row of gilded
angel’s heads; near it stood the black wooden tressel, upon which
it had originally been placed, and which looked as fresh as if it had
been only just placed there, instead of having lain in the vault for
two hundred and fifteen years. A strange sensation crept over me!
We were both silent, tillat last the gentleman began to search with
his hand in the grey mouldering dust, and along with some rags of
velvet, he brought up a damp discoloured scrap of paper, which he
carelessly tore; but I instantly seized it, and joined the pieces to-
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gether again, for the signification of such little notes in the coffins
of old times was not unknown to me ¢##And, in fact, I found what
I sought; there was not only marked on it the date of the Duke’s
burial, the 6th of May, which had a mystic significance to me, since
it was on the very 6th of May that I was now standing to contem.
plate these mute, yeteloquent graves, butalsothere wasnoted down
the text from which the unera%sermon had been preached (2 Tim.
iv. 7), as well as the list of the psalms sung on the occasion,among
which the closing psalm, ¢ When sorrow assails thee,” is still to be
found in most hymn-books. But my poor old Pomeranian heart
could bear no more: I placed the paper again in the coffin; & while
thetearspoured from my eyes as gascendedthe steps, those beauti.
ful old verses cameinto my head,and Icould not help them reciting
aloud :

*So must human pomp and state

In the grave lie desolate.

He who worethe kingly crown,

Wi ith the base worm lieth down:

Ermined robe, and ?urple all,
Leaveth he at death’s Weirf call.
Fleeting, cheating human life,

Souls are perilled in thy strife;

Yet the pomps in which we trust,

All must perish! dust to dust.

God alone will ever be;

Who serves Him reigns eternally!””

The End.
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Here ends the story of Sidonia the Sorceress, translated from the
German of William Meinhold, by Francesca Speranza, Lady
Wilde, and now reprinted by me, Vyilliam Morris, at the Kelms-
cott Press, Upper l\gall, Hammersmith, in the County of Middle-
sex. Finished on the 15th day of September, 1893.

Sold by William Morris, at the Kelmscott Press.



P R

.




-“iﬁ'fﬁﬂ{l 5‘{ .L*i:'y ai .)mw 1 t...‘;‘ . te
n.m 2 Withian Meisks L" PMEY :m,.:‘ S .; e Lol N
-‘lﬂﬁl*‘-?"ﬁ ‘1"".1-4 ‘ ' mw ,-,.,Lf .
- B Py ramr

ﬁﬂ't ?Ic-ra,













i




	rare-017211-0001
	rare-017211-0002
	rare-017211-0003
	rare-017211-0004
	rare-017211-0005
	rare-017211-0006
	rare-017211-0007
	rare-017211-0008
	rare-017211-0009
	rare-017211-0010
	rare-017211-0011
	rare-017211-0012
	rare-017211-0013
	rare-017211-0014
	rare-017211-0015
	rare-017211-0016
	rare-017211-0017
	rare-017211-0018
	rare-017211-0019
	rare-017211-0020
	rare-017211-0021
	rare-017211-0022
	rare-017211-0023
	rare-017211-0024
	rare-017211-0025
	rare-017211-0026
	rare-017211-0027
	rare-017211-0028
	rare-017211-0029
	rare-017211-0030
	rare-017211-0031
	rare-017211-0032
	rare-017211-0033
	rare-017211-0034
	rare-017211-0035
	rare-017211-0036
	rare-017211-0037
	rare-017211-0038
	rare-017211-0039
	rare-017211-0040
	rare-017211-0041
	rare-017211-0042
	rare-017211-0043
	rare-017211-0044
	rare-017211-0045
	rare-017211-0046
	rare-017211-0047
	rare-017211-0048
	rare-017211-0049
	rare-017211-0050
	rare-017211-0051
	rare-017211-0052
	rare-017211-0053
	rare-017211-0054
	rare-017211-0055
	rare-017211-0056
	rare-017211-0057
	rare-017211-0058
	rare-017211-0059
	rare-017211-0060
	rare-017211-0061
	rare-017211-0062
	rare-017211-0063
	rare-017211-0064
	rare-017211-0065
	rare-017211-0066
	rare-017211-0067
	rare-017211-0068
	rare-017211-0069
	rare-017211-0070
	rare-017211-0071
	rare-017211-0072
	rare-017211-0073
	rare-017211-0074
	rare-017211-0075
	rare-017211-0076
	rare-017211-0077
	rare-017211-0078
	rare-017211-0079
	rare-017211-0080
	rare-017211-0081
	rare-017211-0082
	rare-017211-0083
	rare-017211-0084
	rare-017211-0085
	rare-017211-0086
	rare-017211-0087
	rare-017211-0088
	rare-017211-0089
	rare-017211-0090
	rare-017211-0091
	rare-017211-0092
	rare-017211-0093
	rare-017211-0094
	rare-017211-0095
	rare-017211-0096
	rare-017211-0097
	rare-017211-0098
	rare-017211-0099
	rare-017211-0100
	rare-017211-0101
	rare-017211-0102
	rare-017211-0103
	rare-017211-0104
	rare-017211-0105
	rare-017211-0106
	rare-017211-0107
	rare-017211-0108
	rare-017211-0109
	rare-017211-0110
	rare-017211-0111
	rare-017211-0112
	rare-017211-0113
	rare-017211-0114
	rare-017211-0115
	rare-017211-0116
	rare-017211-0117
	rare-017211-0118
	rare-017211-0119
	rare-017211-0120
	rare-017211-0121
	rare-017211-0122
	rare-017211-0123
	rare-017211-0124
	rare-017211-0125
	rare-017211-0126
	rare-017211-0127
	rare-017211-0128
	rare-017211-0129
	rare-017211-0130
	rare-017211-0131
	rare-017211-0132
	rare-017211-0133
	rare-017211-0134
	rare-017211-0135
	rare-017211-0136
	rare-017211-0137
	rare-017211-0138
	rare-017211-0139
	rare-017211-0140
	rare-017211-0141
	rare-017211-0142
	rare-017211-0143
	rare-017211-0144
	rare-017211-0145
	rare-017211-0146
	rare-017211-0147
	rare-017211-0148
	rare-017211-0149
	rare-017211-0150
	rare-017211-0151
	rare-017211-0152
	rare-017211-0153
	rare-017211-0154
	rare-017211-0155
	rare-017211-0156
	rare-017211-0157
	rare-017211-0158
	rare-017211-0159
	rare-017211-0160
	rare-017211-0161
	rare-017211-0162
	rare-017211-0163
	rare-017211-0164
	rare-017211-0165
	rare-017211-0166
	rare-017211-0167
	rare-017211-0168
	rare-017211-0169
	rare-017211-0170
	rare-017211-0171
	rare-017211-0172
	rare-017211-0173
	rare-017211-0174
	rare-017211-0175
	rare-017211-0176
	rare-017211-0177
	rare-017211-0178
	rare-017211-0179
	rare-017211-0180
	rare-017211-0181
	rare-017211-0182
	rare-017211-0183
	rare-017211-0184
	rare-017211-0185
	rare-017211-0186
	rare-017211-0187
	rare-017211-0188
	rare-017211-0189
	rare-017211-0190
	rare-017211-0191
	rare-017211-0192
	rare-017211-0193
	rare-017211-0194
	rare-017211-0195
	rare-017211-0196
	rare-017211-0197
	rare-017211-0198
	rare-017211-0199
	rare-017211-0200
	rare-017211-0201
	rare-017211-0202
	rare-017211-0203
	rare-017211-0204
	rare-017211-0205
	rare-017211-0206
	rare-017211-0207
	rare-017211-0208
	rare-017211-0209
	rare-017211-0210
	rare-017211-0211
	rare-017211-0212
	rare-017211-0213
	rare-017211-0214
	rare-017211-0215
	rare-017211-0216
	rare-017211-0217
	rare-017211-0218
	rare-017211-0219
	rare-017211-0220
	rare-017211-0221
	rare-017211-0222
	rare-017211-0223
	rare-017211-0224
	rare-017211-0225
	rare-017211-0226
	rare-017211-0227
	rare-017211-0228
	rare-017211-0229
	rare-017211-0230
	rare-017211-0231
	rare-017211-0232
	rare-017211-0233
	rare-017211-0234
	rare-017211-0235
	rare-017211-0236
	rare-017211-0237
	rare-017211-0238
	rare-017211-0239
	rare-017211-0240
	rare-017211-0241
	rare-017211-0242
	rare-017211-0243
	rare-017211-0244
	rare-017211-0245
	rare-017211-0246
	rare-017211-0247
	rare-017211-0248
	rare-017211-0249
	rare-017211-0250
	rare-017211-0251
	rare-017211-0252
	rare-017211-0253
	rare-017211-0254
	rare-017211-0255
	rare-017211-0256
	rare-017211-0257
	rare-017211-0258
	rare-017211-0259
	rare-017211-0260
	rare-017211-0261
	rare-017211-0262
	rare-017211-0263
	rare-017211-0264
	rare-017211-0265
	rare-017211-0266
	rare-017211-0267
	rare-017211-0268
	rare-017211-0269
	rare-017211-0270
	rare-017211-0271
	rare-017211-0272
	rare-017211-0273
	rare-017211-0274
	rare-017211-0275
	rare-017211-0276
	rare-017211-0277
	rare-017211-0278
	rare-017211-0279
	rare-017211-0280
	rare-017211-0281
	rare-017211-0282
	rare-017211-0283
	rare-017211-0284
	rare-017211-0285
	rare-017211-0286
	rare-017211-0287
	rare-017211-0288
	rare-017211-0289
	rare-017211-0290
	rare-017211-0291
	rare-017211-0292
	rare-017211-0293
	rare-017211-0294
	rare-017211-0295
	rare-017211-0296
	rare-017211-0297
	rare-017211-0298
	rare-017211-0299
	rare-017211-0300
	rare-017211-0301
	rare-017211-0302
	rare-017211-0303
	rare-017211-0304
	rare-017211-0305
	rare-017211-0306
	rare-017211-0307
	rare-017211-0308
	rare-017211-0309
	rare-017211-0310
	rare-017211-0311
	rare-017211-0312
	rare-017211-0313
	rare-017211-0314
	rare-017211-0315
	rare-017211-0316
	rare-017211-0317
	rare-017211-0318
	rare-017211-0319
	rare-017211-0320
	rare-017211-0321
	rare-017211-0322
	rare-017211-0323
	rare-017211-0324
	rare-017211-0325
	rare-017211-0326
	rare-017211-0327
	rare-017211-0328
	rare-017211-0329
	rare-017211-0330
	rare-017211-0331
	rare-017211-0332
	rare-017211-0333
	rare-017211-0334
	rare-017211-0335
	rare-017211-0336
	rare-017211-0337
	rare-017211-0338
	rare-017211-0339
	rare-017211-0340
	rare-017211-0341
	rare-017211-0342
	rare-017211-0343
	rare-017211-0344
	rare-017211-0345
	rare-017211-0346
	rare-017211-0347
	rare-017211-0348
	rare-017211-0349
	rare-017211-0350
	rare-017211-0351
	rare-017211-0352
	rare-017211-0353
	rare-017211-0354
	rare-017211-0355
	rare-017211-0356
	rare-017211-0357
	rare-017211-0358
	rare-017211-0359
	rare-017211-0360
	rare-017211-0361
	rare-017211-0362
	rare-017211-0363
	rare-017211-0364
	rare-017211-0365
	rare-017211-0366
	rare-017211-0367
	rare-017211-0368
	rare-017211-0369
	rare-017211-0370
	rare-017211-0371
	rare-017211-0372
	rare-017211-0373
	rare-017211-0374
	rare-017211-0375
	rare-017211-0376
	rare-017211-0377
	rare-017211-0378
	rare-017211-0379
	rare-017211-0380
	rare-017211-0381
	rare-017211-0382
	rare-017211-0383
	rare-017211-0384
	rare-017211-0385
	rare-017211-0386
	rare-017211-0387
	rare-017211-0388
	rare-017211-0389
	rare-017211-0390
	rare-017211-0391
	rare-017211-0392
	rare-017211-0393
	rare-017211-0394
	rare-017211-0395
	rare-017211-0396
	rare-017211-0397
	rare-017211-0398
	rare-017211-0399
	rare-017211-0400
	rare-017211-0401
	rare-017211-0402
	rare-017211-0403
	rare-017211-0404
	rare-017211-0405
	rare-017211-0406
	rare-017211-0407
	rare-017211-0408
	rare-017211-0409
	rare-017211-0410
	rare-017211-0411
	rare-017211-0412
	rare-017211-0413
	rare-017211-0414
	rare-017211-0415
	rare-017211-0416
	rare-017211-0417
	rare-017211-0418
	rare-017211-0419
	rare-017211-0420
	rare-017211-0421
	rare-017211-0422
	rare-017211-0423
	rare-017211-0424
	rare-017211-0425
	rare-017211-0426
	rare-017211-0427
	rare-017211-0428
	rare-017211-0429
	rare-017211-0430
	rare-017211-0431
	rare-017211-0432
	rare-017211-0433
	rare-017211-0434
	rare-017211-0435
	rare-017211-0436
	rare-017211-0437
	rare-017211-0438
	rare-017211-0439
	rare-017211-0440
	rare-017211-0441
	rare-017211-0442
	rare-017211-0443
	rare-017211-0444
	rare-017211-0445
	rare-017211-0446
	rare-017211-0447
	rare-017211-0448
	rare-017211-0449
	rare-017211-0450
	rare-017211-0451
	rare-017211-0452
	rare-017211-0453
	rare-017211-0454
	rare-017211-0455
	rare-017211-0456
	rare-017211-0457
	rare-017211-0458
	rare-017211-0459
	rare-017211-0460
	rare-017211-0461
	rare-017211-0462
	rare-017211-0463
	rare-017211-0464
	rare-017211-0465
	rare-017211-0466
	rare-017211-0467
	rare-017211-0468
	rare-017211-0469
	rare-017211-0470
	rare-017211-0471
	rare-017211-0472
	rare-017211-0473
	rare-017211-0474
	rare-017211-0475
	rare-017211-0476
	rare-017211-0477
	rare-017211-0478
	rare-017211-0479
	rare-017211-0480
	rare-017211-0481
	rare-017211-0482
	rare-017211-0483
	rare-017211-0484
	rare-017211-0485
	rare-017211-0486

